
XXIII. European Congress of the Young European Federalists 

23 – 25 October 2015, Zurich, Switzerland 

P r a c t i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  

 

  

Renewal of European Democracy 



Welcome to Zurich! 

 

 

 

Dear federalist! 

We are very pleased to welcome you soon to the XXIII. European Congress of JEF Europe taking 

place from 23-25 October 2015 in Zurich, Switzerland! 

 

In order to make your journey to Zurich as smooth as possible, please find below some logistical 

information. In case you have further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you soon! 

 

Federalist regards, 

Your organising team of zurich2015  

zurich@y-e-s.ch  

 

mailto:zurich@y-e-s.ch
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Arrival in Zurich 

 

Welcome spots 

JEF Switzerland will set up three welcome spots on Thursday and Friday for you at:  

 Zurich Airport Check-in 3, Starbucks coffee shop on Level-1 

 Zürich Hauptbahnhof (HB) / Central Station Big clock in the main hall 

 Ibis Budget Hotel Zurich West Our accommodation, Technoparkstrasse 2, 8005 Zurich 

You’ll recognise us by the yellow star on blue ground. Come to the pick-up location to 

receive your free public transport card and assistance as to how to get to the ho-

tel/venue.  

 

> Should you get lost or have any troubles finding a place, please do not hesitate to call or text  

 

Sven  0041 79 796 22 48  

Marcel  0041 76 499 96 41 

 

We will be happy to assist you! 

 

http://www.zurich-airport.com/
https://www.sbb.ch/en/station-services/am-bahnhof/railway-stations/shopville-zuerich-main-station.html
http://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-3184-ibis-budget-zurich-city-west/index.shtml
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Welcome spot at Zurich Airport 

 

Zurich Airport has two arrival zones. After baggage claim, please proceed to Check-in 3 and to-

wards the underground railway station (see map below). 

Your friendly welcome host will be waiting for you in the Starbucks coffee shop on Level-1.  

 

 

   

 

From Zurich Airport to the hotel, take the S-16 train from the 

airport underground railway station to Zürich Hardbrücke.  

The journey takes around 8 minutes.  

 

Get off at Zürich Hardbrücke, leave 

the station towards the high-rises, 

walk under the bridge and turn left 

at the first intersection.  

After 400m, you will find the Ibis 

Budget Zurich City West Hotel on 

your right.   

 

Logo of Switzerland’s federal railway company  
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Welcome spot at Zürich Hauptbahnhof (HB) / Central Station 

 

Zürich Hauptbahnhof (HB) / Central Station is a terminal station for long distance trains and has 

two underground railway stations for commuter trains. After arrival, please proceed to the main 

hall on the ground level.  

Your friendly welcome host will be waiting for you at the meeting point with the big clock. 

 

From Zurich Central Station to the hotel, take Tram 4, Direction Bahnhof Altstetten Nord, leaving 

from stop Bahnhofquai/HB just outside of the train station (cross the main hall, you’ll see a Burger 

King on your right before you exit the station; see map). Wait for the Tram 4, Direction Bahnhof 

Altstetten Nord on the platform closer to the river. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zurich Central Station (Hauptbahnhof/HB)  Hotel Ibis Budget Zurich City West 

 

Stop: Bahnhofquai/HB 

Direction: Bahnhof Altstetten Nord 

Get off at: Technopark 

8 stops, 12 minutes 

Get off the tram at Technopark, walk back a bit and you’ll see the hotel  

Ibis Budget Zurich City West on your left.  

Bahnhofquai/HB 

Direction: Bahnhof Altstetten Nord 

 

Welcome spot 

(Meeting Point) 

Zürich Hauptbahnhof/HB 

(Zurich Central Station) 
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Welcome spot at Ibis Budget Hotel Zurich West 

 

In case you do by-pass Zurich Airport or Zürich Hauptbahnhof (HB) / Central Station, you may also 

navigate directly to the accommodation. 

 

Ibis Budget Hotel Zurich City West 

Technoparkstrasse 2 

8005 Zurich 

GPS: N 47° 23' 21.08'' E 8° 30' 57.71'' 

 

Your friendly welcome host will be waiting 

for you at the hotel reception. 
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How to get to the Congress venue 

 

It is best to use public transport to get to the Congress venue at the University of Zurich city cen-

tre campus. Your public transport card is valid during the entire event, so you do not need to 

worry about purchasing a ticket (except when using the night service after 1am, distinguished with 

an ‘N’ in front of the bus number). 

 

Hotel ibis Zurich City West  University of Zurich 

Stop: Technopark 

Direction: Bahnhof Tiefenbrunnen 

Get off at: Central, where you change to Tram 6 or 10 

9 stops, 15 minutes 

at Central, change to:  

 

 

Direction: Zoo      Direction: Zürich Flughafen/Bahnhof 

Get off at: ETH/Universitätsspital   Get off at: ETH/Universitätsspital 

2 stops, 5 minutes     2 stops, 4 minutes 

 

From Central, you can also walk up to the University (ca. 15 minutes, uphill; see map).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central 

Walk up to University 

ETH/Universitätsspital 

University 

of Zurich 
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Zurich – Downtown Switzerland 

 

Zurich, Switzerland’s largest city with an urban agglomer-

ation of around 1.3 million inhabitants, is the country’s 

economic and cultural powerhouse, though not its political 

capital – this honour falls to Berne. 

Occupying both banks of the river Limmat and Lake Zurich, 

the city is divided into 12 districts, which themselves are 

subdivided into neighbourhoods. Zurich is predominately Swiss-German speaking, but with signifi-

cant proportions of German, English, Italian, French and Serbo-Croatian native speakers. Zurich’s 

reality is truly European: 31% of the city’s permanent residents do not hold a Swiss passport, most 

of them originating from European countries.  

Permanently settled for over 2,000 years (the Romans called it ‘Turicum’), Zurich played an important 

role during the Protestant Reformation in Europe. Today, despite its relatively small size, Zurich is a 

major global city, mainly due to its financial institutions, major industrial and technology companies, 

and universities. It is home to banking giants UBS and Credit Suisse, and hosts Google’s engineering 

headquarters for Europe, the Middle East and Africa, to name a few.  

Culturally, Zurich is home to various art galleries, the largest collection of French impressionist 

paintings outside of Paris, an opera house of international reputation, and also host the annual up-

and-coming Zurich Film Festival. Moreover, Zurich is famous for its nightlife, with countless bars and 

clubs. 

Zurich is also an educational hub, with over 50,000 stu-

dents enrolled in several universities. The two major ones 

are the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH Zurich), 

which counts no less than 21 Nobel laureates and contin-

uously ranks as the best university outside the US and UK, 

and the University of Zurich. The latter will be the venue 

for the XXIII. European Congress of JEF Europe.  

While some faculties date back to 1525, the University of Zurich was officially founded in 1833, the 

first-ever European University to be established by decision of an elected government. With over 

26,000 students enrolled in seven faculties, it is Switzerland’s largest university.  

https://www.zuerich.com/en


 zurich2015 Practical Information    / 9 

Further important information at a glance 

 

Phone numbers + addresses 

Public Transport Schedule  www.sbb.ch / App: SBB Mobile 

Emergency    117 (Police) 

     118 (Fire brigade) 

     144 (Emergency rescue/ambulance)  

Organiser contacts   0041 79 796 22 48 (Sven Bisang) 

     0041 76 499 96 41 (Marcel Bürkler) 

     0032 49 550 13 83 (Ioan Bucuras, JEF Europe) 

Hotel Ibis Budget Zurich City West 0041 44 276 20 00 Technoparkstrasse 2, 8005 Zurich 

Taxi     0041 44 444 44 44 (Uber also works pretty well in Zurich) 

 

This is a gentle reminder not to forget to bring: 

 Your passport or ID card 

 Your European insurance card 

 Your boarding passes and travel receipts 

 Individual medicine 

 Rain jacket or umbrella  

> Temperatures might vary from 0° to 15° degrees Celsius. 
 

 Phone + laptop charger 

> Switzerland uses a unique variety of the continental European plug. 

Why? Because we can. However, courtesy to our guests, the standard 

continental type hexagonal plugs with two round pins still works well.   
 

 Some extra cash for personal expenses 

> Bear in mind that Switzerland still has its own currency, the 

Swiss franc… Euro is accepted at major stores but return cash 

will always be in local currency. 

Take out your phone 

and take a picture of 

this page. Like, now. 

http://www.sbb.ch/
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See you soon in Zurich! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JEF –  simply a generation ahead! 


